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CHDS - More than A Decade of Innovation in Homeland Security Education
Center for Homeland Defense and Security 
Homeland Security Master’s Degree Program  The U.S. Department of Homeland Security's National Preparedness Directorate, FEMA, and the Naval Postgraduate School Center for Homeland Defense and Security have partnered to offer the nation’s premier master’s degree program in homeland security. The Master of Arts in Security Studies is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges and is awarded by the Naval Postgraduate School. 
About the Homeland Security Master’s Degree Program Started in January of 2003, this 18-month program brings local, state, tribal, territorial and federal leaders together in a unique learning environment. Participants are current or rapidly advancing leaders from diverse disciplines including law enforcement, fire, emergency management and public health. 
• The Master of Arts degree in Security Studies provides leaders with the knowledge and skills to: 
o Develop strategies, plans and programs to prevent, mitigate and respond to disastrous events within the United States  
o Build organizational arrangements needed to strengthen homeland security, including local/state/ tribal/territorial/federal, civil-military and interagency cooperation 
o Improve homeland security preparedness by conducting real-world actionable policy and strategy development 
• Approximately 160 participants from diverse disciplines are enrolled in concurrent cohorts held in Monterey, Calif. and Shepherdstown, W.Va. 
• Participants complete a thesis on policy issues confronting their city, state, or sponsoring organization; theses are being implemented by agencies around the nation to solve homeland security challenges  This program is offered at no cost to eligible participants.      
Program Requirements 
 Candidates admitted to the program hold positions with significant homeland security-related responsibilities. Their demanding jobs prevent most of these professionals from enrolling in traditional in-residence master’s degree programs. To accommodate their time constraints, participants are in-residence only two consecutive weeks per quarter, a total of twelve weeks for the entire program; additional coursework is completed via network-based learning. Attendance and participation in all in-residence sessions is mandatory. Participants spend an average of 15 hours per week during the network-based learning periods of study, reading assigned materials, participating in online discussions with faculty and other participants, while also preparing papers and projects.   
Application Requirements  
Annual Application Deadlines are May 1 and December 1 Applications are available online at www.chds.us.  
 When applying to the program, applicants must have a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution and be employed full time by a local, state, tribal, territorial or federal organization, be in the National Guard under Title 32, or be a member of the U.S. Coast Guard. They must have homeland security experience and responsibilities and sign an agreement to remain in homeland security-related jobs for a minimum of two years following graduation from the program.     Learn more about the CHDS Master’s Degree Program:     Website: www.chds.us    Contact: Heather Issvoran, Director, Strategic Communications     Email: hissvora@nps.edu      Phone: 831.402.4672            
